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ela Bacsi uses humor as an invitation 

to engage his sculptures. While 

some contemporary art can seem 

intimidating or esoteric to the viewer, Bacsi's 

humor often suggests a kind of intimacy 

between himself and the viewer, like a private 

joke shared between friends, because he 

executes his work with a gentle hand and a 

wink and a smile that helps the viewer make 

a real personal connection to his sculpture. 

Bacsi is known for his sculptures of voluptuous, zaftig women in 

exuberant and luxuriating poses and caricature-like portraits, which 

reveal the foibles of both self-important people and the common man. 

While others might see them as a platform for social commentary, Bacsi 

says, with these works, he has just one intention-to make people 

smile. However defined, Bacsi thinks humor is an essential element 

in the social fabric that serves to counterbalance hardships and angst. 

"There is so much devastation in the world. Humor is a survival 



He considers 

his sculptures 

to he his 

contribution 

to psychic 

survival. 
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technique to deal with that. As such, it is an innate trait (5 x 7 x 3 inch ) piece shows the face of what could be a 

of the human psyche." He considers his sculptures to 

be his contribution to psychic survival. "How many 

sculptures of skeletons with flesh hanging off them do 

you see? Not many. People don't want that in their 

homes. They want to be surrounded by pleasant, joyful 

objects." An example of what he terms his "gently 

humorous" approach is Lord Woolsey (2004 ). The tiny 

British barrister emerging from a sagging, rust-colored 

woolsack. With a mounting on two pegs, which act 

almost like legs, the effect is of a large sheep unsteady 

on its feet. The title is an amusing play on words and a 

reminder of the traditional wigs worn by British court 

officials. And this humor suggests an intimacy with the 

viewer as a friend sharing amusing observations. 
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